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EDUCATIONAL ISSUES IN THE 2006-2007 SUPREME COURT TERM

In three cases decided this term, the Supreme Court emphasized the unique environ-
ment of schools and the government’s right to regulate in that arena. In Morse v. Frederick and Ten-
nessee Secondary School Athletic Assoc. v. Brentwood Academy, the Court narrowed the realm of
free speech in public schools to protect student welfare. In Morse, the Court rejected a high school
student’s claim that his First Amendment rights had been violated after the principal suspended him
for displaying a banner that read “Bong Hits 4 Jesus” as students watched the Olympic torch pass by
the school. Chief Justice Roberts held that a school may restrict a student’s speech at a school-
sponsored event “when that speech is reasonably viewed as promoting illegal drug use.” Although
he acknowledged that the banner’s text was ambiguous, the Chief Justice found that the principal
could reasonably believe that the banner promoted drug use, given the widespread problem of drug
abuse among teens and the role of schools in educating students about the dangers of drugs.

Similarly, in Brentwood Academy, the Court considered the unique characteristics of
the school environment to uphold a state athletic association’s sanctions against a private school.
TSSAA, an organization of Tennessee public and private schools, assessed various penalties against
the school after its football coach sent letters soliciting a group of eighth grade boys to attend spring
practice prior to their decision to enroll at Brentwood. The Court rejected claims that TSSAA vio-
lated Brentwood’s First Amendment rights to communicate with prospective students. Justice Ste-
vens noted that the “dangers of undue influence” over “impressionable middle school athletes” sig-
nificantly outweighed any minimal restrictions to free speech by the recruiting rules.

Where the previous two cases expanded regulation in schools, the Supreme Court’s
divided decision in Parents Involved in Community Schools vs. Seattle School District limited state
interference in the context of public school choice. The Court struck down plans in two school dis-
tricts--Seattle, Washington and Jefferson County, Kentucky--that used race as a factor in school as-
signment. Chief Justice Roberts held that the school districts lacked a compelling interest in using
racial criteria. Although the Supreme Court had previously held consideration of race as permissible
to achieve diversity, that goal was only acceptable in the context of higher education, with its
“expansive freedoms of speech and thought.” The Court found diversity to be a far more problematic
goal in public schools, particularly when it involved classifying children according to race and using
that information to assign them to schools.

SAVE OR PASS ALONG THESE DATES

Sept. 20, 2007 “Inquiring Minds Learn to Read and Write” - Jeff Wilhelm,
Author of “Reading Don’t Fix No Chevys”
9:00 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. Hearthstone Manor, Depew
October 18, 2007 “Power Up Your Communication: Effective Strategies for
School Leaders.” JoAnn Balasz and the WNY Writing Project Staff
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 pm The Canisius Center, Amherst
October 20, 2007 “Today’s Math—Reaching All Learners”
4th Annual WNYMATH Conference
9:00 a.m. - 3:10 p.m. Clarence High School




What’s New With the Council for 2007-08
The New Principal Seminar Series

There are now two groups of new or nearly new school administrators participating in a five-
session series of seminars on school leadership. This is the second year the program will be
offered in the Buffalo region with the group meeting at the Millennium Hotel in Cheektowaga.
A new eastern regional group is forming in the GV BOCES at LeRoy, which encompasses pri-
marily Genesee, Livingston, and Wyoming Counties. The focus of study and discussion is the
New York State Leadership Standards, with many ideas and programs shared among the par-
ticipants. Bren Price is leading the GV BOCES group, while Renee Goshin is coordinating
the Buffalo series. In addition, several experienced school principals will be present to facili-
tate group work and offer their expertise. All sessions are scheduled in the morning, with a
working breakfast and plenty of time to return to school.

“Share an Idea” Group

The 20+ members of the 2006-07 New Principal Seminar group decided to continue meeting
this year as a professional cohort. Their five (5) breakfast meetings will provide a forum for
discussing and sharing “Best Practices” with each other. Each participant will bring copies of
his or her exemplary programs so members can take ideas home to adapt. The first session on
October 3rd, for example, is entitled, “Schools as Professional Learning Communities—Staff
Development Programs that Work.” Other compelling topics will be selected by the members
of the cohort. Principals who were not in last year’s program are certainly encouraged to sign
up and attend, and should contact Renee Goshin at the Council office.

WNYMATH Partnership and Conference

The Western New York Educational Service Council is now partnering with the Western New
York Math Consortium, primarily to assist with the annual WNYMATH Conference. This
year’s conference will be held at Clarence High School on Saturday, October 20, 2007. It will
feature many timely presentations, such as Using Geometer’s Sketchpad, Smartboards in the
Classroom, Strategies to Help SWDs Succeed, CPS Systems and more. There will be an award
ceremony honoring a fellow math instructor and a variety of vendors who will showcase their
latest products and resources. Anyone with questions should visit the AMTNYS website for
updates and program information: www.amtnys.org/meetings/regional.html

CIDEL Partnership

The Committee for Identifying and Developing Educational Leaders (CIDEL) is an organiza-
tion dedicated to identifying and nurturing educational leadership in Western New York. The
membership consists of volunteer representatives from area universities, school districts,
teacher centers, and other educational institutions. Formed nearly 30 years ago, CIDEL has
operated independently. Since its mission is so closely aligned with the Council, both groups
decided it would be advantageous to join forces in a partnership. The Council will assist with
CIDEL’s finances and programs, like the “Call To Leadership” and its “Leadership Retreat.”
As the year progresses, the two groups will plan for the future of leadership development in
Western New York.




Thanks to the UB Graduate School of Education

The WNYESC recognizes its invaluable partnership with the Graduate School of Education at SUNY Buf-
falo. The Council deeply appreciates support from Dr. Mary Gresham, Dean of the Graduate School of
Education. We also thank the Faculty and Staff for their encouragement and participation in the Council.
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UPCOMING CALENDAR

Administrative Study Group 4:00-6:30 Marriott

New Principals Seminar - GVBOCES 7:45 - 10 a.m. LeRoy BOCES
Board Meeting 11:30 a.m. Eagle House
School Site Study Group 4:00-6:30 Marriott

Jeff Wilhelm Workshop 9:00 - 3:15 Hearthstone

New Principals Seminar - Buffalo 7:45 -10:15 Millennium

ASI /Curriculum Study Group

4:15-6:30 Marinaccio’s

Orange-Ulster BOCES Search closes  4:00 p.m.

New Principals Seminar - GVBOCES 7:45 - 10 am LeRoy BOCES
Administrative Study Group 4:00-6:30 Marriott

Power Up Communication Workshop  9:00 - 2:30 Canisius Center
Warren Cty, PA Supt Search closes ~ 4:00 p.m.

WNYMATH Conference 9:00-3:10 Clarence H.S.
School Site Study Group 4:.00-6:30 Marriott
Working w/Difficult Students Wkshp 9:00 - 3:00 Fairdale
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November
New Principals Seminar - Buffalo 7:45-10:15 Millennium
ASI /Curriculum Study Group 4:00-6:30 Marinaccio’s
New Principals Seminar - GVBOCES 7:45 - 10:am LeRoy BOCES
Building Projects A-Z Conference 9:00-3:00 Millennium
Administrative Study Group 4:00-6:30 Marriott
School Site Study Group 4:00-6:30 Marriott
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Membership Commitment

It is our goal to provide high quality, cost-effective programs and services for our members. Whether it
be professional development, consultant studies, data-driven studies, superintendent searches, connec-
tions to research and higher learning or leadership development, the Council is dedicated to supporting
all educators and schools in Western New York.




